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America Can

Not Admit

Right World Blockade

Informs Great Britun That it Expects His Majesty s|~°v neisiboring neutral pertion coun-
Government to See That Trade of United StatesWith
Neutrals is Not to Be Interfered With Unduly

Wagaington, April 5—Tae United
States government today made public
its note to Great Britain announcing
that it “could not admit” either t:e
right of the allies or their claims for
justification in placing an embargo on
all commercial intercourse between
Germany and neutral countries.

“To admit it,” says the communica-
tion, “would be to assume an attitude
of unneutrality towards the present
enemies of Great Britain, whica ob-
wviously would be inconsistent with tize
solemn obligation of this government
in the present circumstances and for
Great Britain to make such a claim
would be for her to abandon and set
at naugnt the principle for which sie
constantly ang earnestly has contend-
ed in other times and circumstances.”

The note reviews at lengtix the legal

phrases of a blockade of belligerent |

territory and virtual blockade of neu-
tral coasts.

In conclusi-n the United States
states its expectation tnat Great Brit-
ain, after having considered the “pos-
sibilities of the serious interruption of
American trade” under the order in
council “will take the steps necessary
to avoid them, and in the event that
they should unbhappily occur would be
prepared to make full reparation for
every act, woich under the rules of
international law constitutes a viola-
tion of neutral rights.”

The American communication in-
terprets the circumstances under
wizich Great Britain’s claims to be jus-
tified in adopting retaliatory methods
towards iber enemies as “merely a rea-
son for certain extracrdinary activi-
ties” by her naval forces “and not an
excuse for or a prelude to any unlaw-
ful action.”

“If the course of the present enemies
of Great Britain,” the note adds,
“should probe tke fact to be tainted by
illegality and disregard of the prin-
ciples of war sanctioned by enlight-
ened nations, it can not be supposed
and this government does not for a
moment suppose t:at his majesty's
government would wish the same taint
to attach to taeir own actions.”

Ambassador Sharp, at Paris, was in-
structed to present a copy of the Am-
erican note to the French foreign of-
fice, witn the statement that although
t2e French admiralty decree tiad not
been received officially in Washington,
it was understood to be identical with
the British order in council and the
American government there made sim-
ilar reply. ' ]

Note to Great Britain,

The text of the note to Great Brit-
ain follows:

“The socretary of state to the Amer-
ican ambassador at London:

" “Washington, March 30, 1915.

“You are instructed to deliver the
following to his majesty’s government
in reply to your Nos. 1795 to 1798 of
March:

“The government of the United
States has given careful consideration
to the subjects treated in the British
notes of March 13 and March 15 and
to the British order in council of the
latter date.

“The communications contain mat-
ters of grave importance to neutral
netions. They appear to menace their
rights of trade and intercourse not
only witly belligerents, but also with
one anotiher. They call for frank com-
ment in order that misunderstandings
may be avoided. The government of
the United States deems it its duty,
therefore, speaking in the sincerest
spirit of friendship, to make its own
view and position with regard to them
unmistakably clear.

“The order in council of the 15th
of March would constitute, were its
provisions to be actually carried into
effect, as they stand, a practical as-
sertion of unlimited belligerent rights
over neutral commerce within the
whole European area, and an almost
unqualified denial of the sovereign
rights of the nations now at peace.

No Question of Rights,

“Tizis government takes it for grant-
ed that there can be no question what
their rights are. A nation’s sovereign-
ty over its own ships and citizens
under its own flag on the high seas in
time of peace is of course unlimited;

angd that sovertignty suffers no dimin-

ution in time of war, except in so far
as the practice and consent of civil-
ized nations pave limited it by the
recognition of certain now clearly de-
termined rights, which it is conceded
may be exercised by nations which
are at war.

“A belligerent nation has been con-
ceded the right of visit and search,
angd the rigltt of capture and condem-
mation, if upon examination a neutral
vesgel is found to be engaged in un-
neutral service or to be carrying con-
traband of war intended for the ene-

my’s government or armed forces. It

has been conceded tte right to estab-
lish and 1naintain a blockade of an
enemy's ports and coasts and to cap-
ture and condemn any vessel taken
wien trying to break the blockade. It
is even conceded the right to detain
and take to its own ports for judicial
examination all wessels which it sus-

pects for substantial reason to be en-/

gaged in contraband service and con-
demn them if the suspicion is sus-
tained. But such rights, long clearly
defined both in doctrine and practice,
have hitherto been held to be the only
permissible exceptions to tize principle
of equality of sovereignty on the high
seas as between belligerents and na-
tions not engaged in war.
Neutrals Have Rights,

“It is confidently assumed that hisJ

majesty's government will not deny
that it is a rule sanctioned by general
practice that, even though a blockade
should exist and ti2e doctrine of con-
traband as to unblockaded territory
be rigidly enforced, innocent shipments
may be freely transported to and from
the United States through neutral
countries to belligerent territory with-
out being subject to the penalties of
contrabangd traffic or breach of block-
ade, much less to detention, requisition
or confiscation.
_ “Moreover the tules of the declara-
tion of Paris of 1856—among tizem that
free ships make free goods—will haiy
ly at this day be disputed by the sT3-
natories of that solemn agreement.
“His majesty’s government, like the
government of the United States, have
often and explicity held that these
riglzts represent the best usage of war-
fare in the dealings of belligerents
with neutrals at sea. In tiis connec-
tion I desire to direct attention to the
opinion of the chief justice of the
United States in the case of the Pe-

terhof, wizic: arose out of the civil]

war, and to the fact that that opinion
was unanimously sustained in award
of the arbitration commission of 1871
to which the case was presented at
the request of Great Britain. From
that time to tie declaration of London
of 1909, adopted witih modifications of
the order in council of the 23rd of

October, last, the rights have not been !

seriously questioned by the British
government. And no claim on the part
of Great Britain of any Jmtmcatmn

tahlished rules of
war T nnecessities ef

shionld secm: to render it imperative

that the cordon of blockading vessels

[11‘11}(1.@\ of the es
|-

! be extended across the apprcacites to
|
|

try, it would seem clear that it would
still be easily practicable to comply
with the well recognized and reason-
able pro ibition of international law

by according

through the blockading cordon. Tais
traffic would, of course, include all
outward bound traffic from the neu-
tral country and all inward bound
traffic to the neutral country except
contraband in transit to the enemy.
Such procedure need not conflict in

ligerent maintaining tae blockade,

blockading wessels to visit and search

all ships either entering or leaving

t-e neutral territory which they were
in fact but not of rignt investing.

No Wrong Intent,

“The government of the United

| eil his majesty's government give as

course of action which t:ey are aware
| is without precedent in modern war-

selves to have been placed under to
retailate upon their enemies for meas-
ures of a similar nature which the
latter I-ave announced as their inten-
'tion to adopt and which they nave to

ment of the United States, recalling the
government have hitherto been scru-

a reason for certain activities on the
‘'part of his majesty’s naval forces and
not as an excuse for or prelude to any .
unlawful action,
sued by the present enemies of Great

illegallity and disregard of t"e princi-;

ment suppose, that i*is majesty's gov-
ernment would wish the same taint|

would cite such illegal acts as in any

ilar practices on their part in so far
as they affect neutral rig ts.

“It is tous that the government of|
tthe United States interprets the lan-
| guage of the note of his majesty’s
| principal secretary of state for for-
which accompaniss U ¢ |

i c¢ign affairs

0p3 of the order in couneil which was |

ndml to the ambassador of the Unit-
| ed States gpovernment in London and

the ease . ”

against the blockading of neutral ports

free admission an] exit| .
! modern warfare at sea, it will be difﬁ-;

cult to restrict to the limits whica,
i have been heretofore required by thei

to all lawful traffic with neutral ports |

any respect with t-e rights of the bel-|;

since the right would remain with the:

States notes that in the order in coun-|

their reasons for entering upon a '

fare, the necessity they conceive them- |

some extent adopted; but the govern-
principles upon which his majesty’s|.

pulous to act, interprets this as merely |

If the course pur-|

Britain should prove in fact tainted bv'

sense or degree a justification for sim- |

for interfering with tizese clear rights | e 5 : :
]J hoan transmittel o Washington.
of the United States and its citizens |
as neutrals could be admitted.
Must Be Impartial,
“To admit it would be to assume an |
attitude of unneutrality towards the!

] (‘hance for Redress.

cation that “wide discretion is afforde d
to the prize court in dealing with the
'trade of neutrals in suea

| “Trig zo.ernment notes with gr .ltii"l-'
r

manner as

present enemies of Great Britain,
which would be ob\ iously inconsistent
with the solemn obligations of tais
government in the present circum-,
stances, and for Great Britain to make |
such a claim would be for f-er aban-:
don and set at naught toe principles
for which she has consistently and
earnestly contended in other circum-
stances.

“The note of his majesty's principal
secretary of state for foreign affairs,
whigh accompanies the order- in coun-
cil and which bears the same date,
notifies the government of the United ;
States of the establishment of a
blockade which is, if defined by the

terms: of tize order in council, to in- |

clude all the coasts and ports of Ger-,
many and every port of possible ac-

| cess to enemy’s territory. But the novel
and quite unprecedented feature of

that blockade, if We are to assume it
be properfy so defined, is that it em-

braces many neutral ports and coa.sts,l
-bars access to them and subjects all

neutral ships seeking to approacn
them to the same suspicion that would
attach to t-em were they tound for
the ports of the enemies of Great Brit-
ain, and to unusual risks and penal-
ties.

“It is manifest that such limitations
risks and liabilities placed upon tne
ships of a neutral power on the high
seas, beyond the rigi:t of wvisit and
search and the right to prevent the
shipment of contraband already re-

ferred to, are a distinct invasion of|

the sovereign rights of the mnation
whose stips, trade or commerce are
interferred with,

“The government of the United
States is of course not oblivious to the
great changes whicl have occurred
in the conditions and means of naval
wariare since the rules hitherto gov-
erning legal blockade were formulated.
It migit be ready to admit that the
old form of ‘close’ blockade, with its
cordon of ships in the immediate off-
ing of the blockaded ports, is no longer
practicable in the face of an enemy
possessing the means and opportunity
to make an effective defense by the
use of submarines, mfines and aii'craft;
but it can hardly be maintained that,
whatever form of effective blockade
may be made use of, it is impossible
to conform at least to the spirit and

iI]‘El.\' in the circumstances be deem .d
(dust and that full provision iz made to
]IuC] itate claims by persons interesteld |
| in any gocds placed in the custody of

the marshal of the prize court under
lb e order;” and ‘the effect of the order
j in council is to confer certain powers,

upon the executive officers of his ma-

jesty's government; and that the ex-

tent to which the powers will be act-r

'ually exercised and the degree of s
'verlty with which t:e measures of
| blockade authorized will be put mto
i operation are matters which were dis-
| cussed in an administrative order is-
sued by the government and the decis-
smn of the authorities especially
charged witls the duty of dealing with
41ndn'1dual ships and cargoes aceord-
ling to the merits of each case. This
government notes further with equal
satisfaction the declaration of the Brit-
ish government that ‘e instructions
{to be issued by his majesty's govern-
ment to the fleet and to the customs
officials and executives concerned will
impress upon them the duty of acting
with the utmost dispatch consistent
with t=e object in view and of showing
in every case such consideration for
neutrals as may be compatible with
that objeet, which is, succinctly stated,
to establish a blockade to prevent ves-
sels from carrying goods for or com-
ing from Germany.’
Looks for Limits,

“In view
ally given fo this government, it is
| confidently expected t:at the extensive
-"powvrs conferred by the order in coun-
cil on the executive officers of the
crown will be restricted by ‘orders is-
sued by the government’ directing the
exercise of their discretionary powers
in such a manner as to modify in prac-
tical application those provisions of
the order in council whidh, if strictly
enforced, would violate neutral rigtts
and interrupt legitimate trade. Rely-
ing on the faithful assurances by his
majesty’s government the United
States takes it for granted that the
approach of American merchantmen to
neutral ports situated upon the long
lines of coast affected by the order
in council will not be interfered with
wizen it is known that they do not car-
ry goods which are contraband of war
or goods destinec to or proceeding

Y

of these assurances form-|

ol e

|1
i ary alfeeted.

“The =zgvernment of the United,
Stutes assumes wit) the greatest con-
I lenee that s maiesti’'s zovernment
will thus adjust t ecir practice to the
reecoznized rules of internatienal law,
Lecause it is manifest thar the British
government have adopted an extraor-

dinary method of ‘stopping cargoes
destined for or ceming from the en-
emy’'s territory, wiica, owing to the

existence of wunusual conditions in

law of nations. Thougn the area of
operations is confined to ‘European
waters, including the Mediterranean,’
so great an area of t e high seas is
covered and the cordon of ships is so
distant from the territory affected that
neutral vessels must necessarily pass
! through the blockading force in order
' to reach important neutral ports wi-ich
Great Britain as a belligerent has not
the legal right to blockade and waic?,
therefore, it is presumed she has no
intention of claiming to hlockade. The
Scandinavian and Danish ports,
' example, are open to American trade.

{ T-ey are also free, so far as the act-
nal enforcement of the order in coun-
cil is concerned, to carry on trade
witlh. German Baltic ports, altaough it
is an essential element of blockade
that it bear with equal severity upon
all neutrals.
Must Be Reasonable,

“This government, tierefore, infers
that the commanders of his majesty’s
ships of war engaged in maintaining

ed to avoid an enforcement of the pro- -
posed measures of nonintercourse in |
sucn a way as to impose restrictions
'upon neutral trade more burdensome :
 than those which have been regarded
'ag inevitable when the ports of a bel-|
hgerent are actually blockaded by tte
its enemy,

| ships of
St ) = .

“The possibilities of serious inter-

! ruption of American trade under tne

ples of war sanctioned by enlightened ; order in council are so many and tae |
nations, it can not be supposed, and methods proposed ars so unusual andi
this government does not for a mo-;iswm liable to constitute so great an
embarrassment to |

{ impediment and
lneutra]ue commerce, that the govern-

:nm‘ is strictly enforced, apprehends
many interferences with its legiti-
jmate trade W ich will impose upon
‘his majesty’s government heavy Te-
sponslblhtles for acts of t:e British
I authorities clearly subversive of the
rights of neutral nations on the higa
|°-eas It is expected, therefore, tiat!
his majesty’s government having con-

' steps necessary to avoid them, and, inj
| the event that they should unhappily
| oceur, will be -prepared to make fu’l
iwe‘ry-zu*:at’:ml for every aect wl ich under
' the rules of international law consti-
tites a violation of neutral rignts.

“Ag stated in its communicaticn of

October 22. 1914, ‘tis government will
insist that the rights and duties of the
I TS » M

['nited States and its citizens in the

i pres2at war be defined by the existing
i rules of international law and the
| treaties of the United States, Irrespect- |
| ive of t-e provisions of the demarauon
i of London and taat t-is government
| reserves to itself the right to enter a
| protest or .demand in each case in
{ which those rights and duties so de-
fined are violated er their free exer-
Hrw interfered with by t e autbhorities

of the Pritish government.

“In conclusion you will reiterate to
his majesty’s government that this
statement of the views of the govern-
ment of the United States is made in
the most friendly spirit, and in ac-
cordance with t-e uniform candor

of the two govermments in the past,
and which has been in large measure
the foundation of the peace and amity
existing between the two nations with-
out interruption for a century.
(Signed) “Bryan.”
e
THE TAX COMMISSION
IS ATITS WORK

: New Board Will Not Do Anything With
l Real Estate This Year—Much

‘ Routine Work.
{

A W. Jones, chairman, declared in
[an interview published in Te State
l on Tuesday, that the South Carolina
tax commission, created by an aect of
| the last general assembly, was study-

.1n°' t:e State's tax laws carefully. The |

commission has held three meetings
in Columbia and much work of a rou-
tine nature "as been accomplisihed.

“We have got to assess and equal-
izz,” said Chairman Jones, “the banks,
banking corporations, railroad corpo-
rations, telegraph and telephone com-
panies, electric street 1‘ai1“'ay§, inter-
ur'ban railways, power plants, €xpress
companies, sleeping car companies,
textile industries, cotton oil mills and
fertilizer companies.”

Power Plant Taxes.

The power plants, he said, have
rever before been assessed for taxa-
tion in South Carolina. These enter-
prises represent several aundred thou-
sand dollars in investment. The de-
lvelopment of the power plants has

p |

from ports within the bhelligerent ter-, bven

for:

the so-called blockade will be instruct- -

| sidered these possibilities, will take the,

which has characterized the relations '

2Vves We HE
nd fizures in
e3iate which =ill prove valuable in
the future,” t e chairman added. Tae
tax cominssien was not erganized un-
til atter eaunty boards of equali-
zation had met and assessed real es-
tate, and ter t' <t reason no attemp: 1L
reassessment will be made this year.

been dizzing up faects

connection witay real

it thic

“Ia [, saig t ¢ caairman, “we will
not lave lUme to assess real estate
thic year"”

! %« Individual Reyiews.

r Cha‘r..an Jones said that many pe-
titions hag leen received from indi-
vidual 1axpayers asking for a review
cf certain cases. “We have no power
1. the matter, because the legislature
struck out seciion 10, wizich gave tie
comriissicn T e
plaints from individual
said the chairman.

taxpayers,”

mission had not decided upon any rec-
ommendations to be made to the ieg-
islature.

|
] NOTICE TO CREBITORS,

Whereas, G. E. Shealy and R. 0.
Shealy, as partners doing business un-
{ der the firm name and style of Saealy
iBmtlzters, at Little Mountain, S. C,
I ave made an assignment to the un-
dersigned, all creditors are hereby no-
tified t2at there will be a meeting of
the creditors of said partnership at
- my office in Little Mountain, 8. C., on
| the 15th day of April, 1915, at one

o'clock p. m., for the purpose of elect-
ing an agent to act with me as as-
J~1gnee in carrying out the provision

‘of said deed of assignment, and such;

iother business as s:all come before
i said meeting. J. B. Lathan,
| 4-9-2¢ Assignee.

ACT QUICKLY

to attach to their own actions, or ment of the United States. if the or-;De.av Has Been Dangerous

in Newberry

Do the right thing at the right tiiue,

Act quickly in time of danger.

In time of kidney danger Doan’s
Kidney. Pills are most effective.

Plenty of Newberry evidence of ti-eir

| worth.
|  W. K. Thigpen, 109 Player street,
| Newberry, savs: “The hending and

i~eavy lifting 1 have to do in the mill
!weakened my kidneys and brought on
b I: [ stooped over, a sharp

me loins &nd

rackaches.
pain caught ACTOSs my
| I could hardly straighten. T_e kidney
secretions were too frequent, scaniy

in pagsage and burned like fire. I had

dizzy spells and dull pains in the back
of my head. [ finally began using
Doan’s Kidney Pills and a few doses
| relieved mwe. One box completely
| cured me.”’

Price J0c, at all dealers, Don’t sim-
ply ask for a kidney remedy—get

|L‘?0an's Kidney Pills—the same that
My, Tigpen had. Foster-Milburn Co,
Props., Buffalo, N. Y.

“GETS-IT” a Sure-

Use Two Drops—and They Vanish,
| When corns make you almost di
Iwith your boots on, when you try to
walk on the edge of your shoes to
get away.from your corms, you're way
if you

bel.ind time have not used

“*Murder! Everybody Tries to Step on My
Corn!™ Use “GETS-IT™ and You'll
Have No Corns to Be Stepped On.

“GETS-IT.” It's the corn cure of the
century, the new way, the sure, pain-
less, simple way. It makes a fellow
really feel foolish after lbe’s used toe-
eating salves, corn-biting ointments,
toe-bundling bandages, blood-bringing
razors, knives, files, scissors, jabbers
and what-nots. when he uses just 2
drops of “GETS-IT” and see his cora
vanish. The difference is divine. Jusi
try it. You won’t wince wizen you put
on your shoes in the morning. “GETS-
IT" is sure, “gets” any corn, callus,
wart or bunion.

“GETS-IT"” is sold by druggists ev-
erywnere, 25¢ a bottle, or sent direct
by E. Lawrence & Co., Chicago. Sold
in Newberry and is recommended as
the world's only real corn cure by
P. E. Way, W. G. Mayes and Gilder &
Weeks.

right to hear com-|

Chairman Jones said that the com- |

Shot for All Corns|
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